Knowing our Songs


Page 3

CHINOOK WINDS SHOW CHORUS

“KNOWING OUR SONGS”

SONG TITLE: Fit as a Fiddle

COMPOSER(S):   Words:  Arthur Freed, 

                                 Music: Al Hoffman and Al Goodheart



         When Written: 1932 renewed 1960
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Arthur Freed (September 9, 1894 - April 12, 1973) was born Arthur Grossman in Charleston, South Carolina. He was an American lyricist and a Hollywood film producer. 

Freed began his career in vaudeville, and he appeared with the Marx Brothers. He soon began to write songs, and was eventually hired by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. For years, he wrote lyrics for numerous films, many set to music by Nacio Herb Brown. 

In 1939 he was promoted to the position of producer, and helped elevate MGM as the studio of the musical. Freed chose to surround himself with film directors such as Vincente Minnelli and Busby Berkeley. He also helped shape the careers of stars including Judy Garland, Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra, Red Skelton, Lena Horne, Jane Powell, Esther Williams, Kathryn Grayson, Howard Keel, Cyd Charisse, Ann Miller, Mickey Rooney, Vera-Ellen, and many others. He brought Fred Astaire to MGM after Astaire's tenure at RKO and coaxed him out of semi-retirement to star opposite Garland in Easter Parade. His team of writers, directors, composers and stars came to be known as the Freed Unit and produced a steady stream of popular, critically acclaimed musicals until the late 1950s. 

Freed served as associate producer of The Wizard of Oz (1939), though his name does not appear on the actual screen credits, nor on posters used to publicize the film. His first solo credit as producer was the film version of Rodgers and Hart's smash Broadway musical Babes in Arms (also 1939), released only a few months after The Wizard of Oz, and in itself not a very distinguished film due to the fact that it gutted most of the original stage score. But it did star Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland, and was so successful that it ushered in a long series of "let's put on a show" "backyard" musicals, all starring Rooney and Garland. However, Freed did bring an outstanding amount of talent from the Broadway theaters to the MGM soundstages including Vincente Minnelli, Betty Comden, Adolph Green, Roger Edens, Kay Thompson, Zero Mostel, June Allyson, Nancy Walker, choreographer Charles Walters, orchestrators Conrad Salinger, Johnny Green, Lennie Hayton, and many others. 

He allowed his directors and choreographers free rein, something unheard of in those days of committee-produced film musicals, and is credited for furthering the boundaries of film musicals by allowing such moments in films as the fifteen-minute ballet at the end of An American in Paris (1951), after which the film concludes moments later with no further dialogue or singing, and he allowed the musical team of Lerner and Loewe complete control in their writing of Gigi (1958). 

Two of his films won the Academy Award for Best Picture: An American in Paris and Gigi. On the night that An American in Paris won Best Picture, Freed received an Honorary Oscar, and his version of Show Boat (1951) was also up for two Oscars that year, though it lost both to An American in Paris. But what is now his most highly regarded film, Singin' in the Rain (1952), won no Oscars whatsoever. 

He was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1972. 

Freed left MGM in 1970 after failing for almost a decade to bring his dream project, a biopic of Irving Berlin entitled Say It With Music, to the screen. He died three years later surrounded by family

Al Hoffman was born in Minsk in Russia (now Belarus). His parents moved to Seattle, Washington in the United States when he was 6. After graduating from high school in Seattle, he started his own band, playing the drums, and moved to New York City in 1928 to pursue a music career. Though he continued playing the drums in night club bands and selling bagels door-to-door on Broadway, he began writing songs, collaborating with such other songwriters as Leon Carr, Leo Corday, Mann Curtis, Mack David, Milton Drake, Al Goodhart, Walter Kent, Sammy Lerner, Jerry Livingston, Dick Manning, Bob Merrill, Ed Nelson, and Maurice Sigler. 

In 1934 he moved to London to work on stage productions and movies, co-writing the hit songs "She Shall Have Music" and "Everything Stops For Tea". He returned to the U.S. three years later. 

In 1984 he was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame. He has over 1,500 songs registered with A.S.C.A.P. 

He died in New York City of prostate cancer and is buried in New Jersey.


PUBLISHER:  EMI Feist Catalogue Inc. and Warner Brothers

ARRANGER:  Arline B. Cardoso

CIRCUMSTANCES: - From the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Musical Production  “Singing in the Rain” Words Nacio Herb Brown
Singin' in the Rain is a musical with a book by Betty Comden and Adolph Green, lyrics by Arthur Freed, and music by Nacio Herb Brown.

Adapted from the 1952 movie of the same name, the plot closely adheres to the original. Set in Hollywood in the waning days of the silent screen era, it focuses on romantic lead Don Lockwood, his sidekick Cosmo Brown, aspiring actress Kathy Selden, and Lockwood's leading lady Lina Lamont, whose less-than-dulcet vocal tones make her an unlikely candidate for stardom in talking pictures.

The West End production, directed by Tommy Steele and choreographed by Peter Gennaro, opened on June 30, 1983 at the London Palladium, where it ran for two years and three months. The original cast included Steele as Don, Roy Castle as Cosmo, Danielle Carson as Kathy, and Sarah Payne as Lina.

The original film's vocal score was embellished with additional tunes by Comden, Green, and Roger Edens, Dorothy Fields and Jimmy McHugh, George and Ira Gershwin, Johnny Mercer and Richard Whiting, and Cole Porter.

After 38 previews, a dramatically revamped Broadway production, directed and choreographed by Twyla Tharp, opened on July 2, 1985 at the George Gershwin Theatre, where it ran for 367 performances. The cast included Don Correia as Don, Mary D'arcy as Kathy, Peter Slutsker as Cosmo, and Faye Grant as Lina.

The highlight of both productions was the recreation of the film's title tune sequence, complete with an on-stage rain shower.
OTHER SONGS: Broadway song list
	Act I

· Fit as a Fiddle - Don Lockwood and Cosmo Brown

· Beautiful Girl - Don Lockwood and Fans

· I've Got a Feelin' You're Foolin' - Kathy Selden and Coconut Grove Coquettes

· Make 'Em Laugh - Cosmo Brown

· Hubbub - Cosmo Brown and Studio Stage Hands

· You Are My Lucky Star - Don Lockwood and Kathy Selden

· Moses Supposes - Don Lockwood and Cosmo Brown

· Good Mornin' - Don Lockwood, Kathy Selden and Cosmo Brown

· Singin' in the Rain - Don Lockwood
	Act II

· Wedding of the Painted Doll - Selected Ensemble

· Rag Doll - Selected Ensemble

· Temptation - Selected Ensemble

· Takin' Miss Mary to the Ball - Selected Ensemble

· Love is Where You Find It - Ensemble

· Would You? - Kathy Selden

· Broadway Rhythm - Company

· Blue Prelude - Company

· Would You? (Reprise) - Kathy Selden

· You Are My Lucky Star - Don Lockwood, Kathy Selden and Company

· Singin' in the Rain (Reprise) - Company


KIND OF SONG: - Medium difficulty Uptune; with a swing backbeat feel
EMOTIONS:  - the basses discussed this song on Sept. 08/09 and their comments are in red below
- silly; fluffy; joyful
- party atmosphere
WHO ARE WE?:
- a group of ladies at a stagette; celebrating the upcoming BIG day


TO WHOM ARE WE PERFORMING?: 

- to the rest of the ladies / best friends at the party
OTHER INFO ABOUT THE SONG OR HOW WE MIGHT PERFORM THIS SONG:
- imagine this scenario

- we are the bride to be at our very own Stagette; things get a bit out of hand and we jump up on the

  and start singing.  We feel completely at ease because we are surrounded by all the wonderful women
               in our lives – that love us unconditionally
- What a day; my lucky day; I wanna shout;  Hip HIP HOORAY!

- try watching a couple of You Tube Videos

- one by the Muppets and one by Steve Martin and Gregory Hines
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