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“KNOWING OUR SONGS”

SONG TITLE:  Always
COMPOSER(S):   Words:  Irving Berlin

                                 Music:  Irving Berlin



         When Written:  1925 copyright renewed 1952, Arrangement 1972

	Irving Berlin

	



	Background information

	Birth name
	Israel Isidore Baline (Beilin)

	Born
	May 11, 1888(1888-05-11)
Tyumen, Siberia, Russian Empire

	Died
	September 22, 1989 (aged 101)
New York City, New York, United States

	Genre(s)
	Broadway musicals, revues, show tunes

	Occupation(s)
	Songwriter, composer, lyricist

	Years active
	1902 – 1962


Irving Berlin (May 11, 1888 – September 22, 1989) was a Jewish American composer and lyricist, and one of the most prolific American songwriters in history. Berlin was one of the few Tin Pan Alley/Broadway songwriters who wrote both lyrics and music for his songs. Although he never learned to read music beyond a rudimentary level, with the help of various uncredited musical assistants or collaborators, he eventually composed nearly 1,000 songs. Among his many compositions were "God Bless America", "Cheek To Cheek", "White Christmas", "Anything You Can Do", "There's No Business Like Show Business", and the 1911 song that made him a household name, "Alexander's Ragtime Band," all of which left an indelible mark on music and culture worldwide. He composed seventeen film scores and twenty-one Broadway scores.

In 1970, Life magazine chose him as one of its 100 most important Americans of the twentieth century in a special edition. Songwriter Jerome Kern once said of him, "Irving Berlin has no place in American music. He is American music."[1]
	


Early life
Berlin was born Israel Isadore Baline (or Beilin),[2] one of eight children born to a Jewish family in Tyumen, Siberia, eastern Russia.[1] His family immigrated to the United States in 1893. His parents were Leah (Lena) Yarchin and Mosheh (Moses) Baline (transcribed as Beilin); his father was a cantor who obtained other paid work certifying kosher meat.

Following the death of his father in 1896, Irving found himself having to work to survive. He did various street jobs, including selling newspapers and busking. The harsh economic reality of having to work or starve was to have a lasting effect on the way Berlin treated money. While working as a singing waiter at Pelham's Cafe in Chinatown, Berlin was asked by the proprietor to write an original song for the cafe because a rival tavern had had their own song published. "Marie from Sunny Italy," with music by Nick Nicholson, the cafe's pianist, was the result, and it was soon published. Although it earned him only 37 cents, it gave him a new career and a new name: Israel Beilin was misprinted as "I. Berlin" on the sheet music.

Berlin first worked solely as a lyricist and only began to attempt to compose music when a misunderstanding arose concerning his lyric "Dorando". He tried to sell the lyric to someone who assumed he had music to go with it. Although at the time he could play no instrument at all, he endeavored to come up with something with the help of an arranger. Throughout his career Berlin relied on musical assistants or collaborators. Cliff Hess worked for Berlin in this way from approximately 1912 to 1917 and was succeeded by Arthur Johnston and then Helmy Kresa. These musicians were not credited as co-composers.

Berlin was a self-taught pianist and one who reputedly restricted himself mainly to the black keys of the piano. Eventually he bought a special piano with a lever under the keyboard, enabling him to transpose his music mechanically.[3] He once explained his compositional method thus: "I get an idea, either a title or a phrase or a melody, and hum it out to something definite. When I have completed a song and memorized it, I dictate it to an arranger."

Many of his earliest songs, among them "Sadie Salome (Go Home)", "That Mesmerizing Mendelssohn Tune", and "Oh How That German Could Love", enjoyed modest success in sheet music form, as recordings, on the vaudeville stage, or as interpolations into stage shows, but it was "Alexander's Ragtime Band", written in 1911 with the help of Alfred Doyle, that launched his career as one of Tin Pan Alley's brightest stars.

Berlin was married twice. His first wife, singer Dorothy Goetz, sister of songwriter E. Ray Goetz, contracted pneumonia and typhoid fever on their honeymoon to Cuba, and died five months after their wedding in 1912 at the age of twenty. Her death inspired Berlin's song "When I Lost You", which became one of his earliest hits. Curiously, a year before Dorothy Berlin's death, Irving Berlin, E. Ray Goetz, and Ted Snyder co-wrote a song called "There's a Girl in Havana".

His second wife was Ellin Mackay, a devout Irish-American Catholic and heiress to the Comstock Lode mining fortune, as well as an avant-garde writer who had been published in The New Yorker. They were married in 1926, against the wishes of both his family, who objected to religious intermarriage, and her father, Clarence Mackay, a prominent Roman Catholic layman, who disinherited her. Without a dispensation from the Church, the two were joined in a civil ceremony on 4 January 1926, and were immediately snubbed by society: Ellin was immediately disinvited from the wedding of her friend Consuelo Vanderbilt, although Vanderbilt was not a Catholic. Finances were not a problem, however: Berlin assigned her the rights to his song "Always" which yielded her a huge and steady income.

The couple had three daughters—Mary Ellin Barrett, Linda Emmett, and Elizabeth Peters — and a son, Irving Berlin, Jr., who died as an infant on Christmas Day.

Berlin died in his sleep on September 22, 1989, in New York City at the age of 101 and was interred in the Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx, New York.
PUBLISHER:  Irving Berlin Music

ARRANGER:  Joni Bescos  (Bescos Music Joni)

CIRCUMSTANCES: - "Always" is a popular song written by Irving Berlin in 1925, as a wedding gift for his wife Ellin McKay, whom he married in 1926, and to whom he presented the substantial royalties. The song was supposed to be used for the Marx Brothers Broadway musical (later film)The Cocoanuts (1927) but was cut by Berlin during out-of-town tryouts.

In 1942 it was used as the theme music for the film The Pride of the Yankees. Hit versions have been recorded by such diverse artists as Frank Sinatra, Patsy Cline, Billie Holiday, Billy Corgan, Guy Lombardo, Leonard Cohen, Phil Collins and The Ink Spots. Billy Eckstine and Sarah Vaughan also recorded it as a duet. Bandleader Sammy Kaye recorded it twice, in 1945 with singer Arthur Wright (hit single), and as part of a 1949 LP with singer Tony Alamo. Diana Ross & The Supremes performed a Motown-styled version of the song in a tribute to Irving Berlin on The Ed Sullivan Show. Lynda Carter would close her TV specials with the song.
KIND OF SONG: - ballad; love song
EMOTIONS:  Leads discussed this song on Sept 8/09 and their comments are in red below

- everlasting love, happy, romantic, joyful, remembering

- song begins with tenderness;


- wedding song; lingering love
WHO ARE WE?:  - part of wedding party; bride coming down the aisle looking lovingly at the groom
TO WHOM ARE WE PERFORMING?: - Competition song; any audience who has been in love.


- singing to the love of your life
CLIMAX: - main climax in bars 59 to 62 – please remember that’s when I’ll be there always, always
OTHER INFO ABOUT THE SONG OR HOW WE MIGHT PERFORM THIS SONG:  
- a song of promise forever; commitment
Researched and Compiled by:  Doris Krause August/2009
